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By Father Dr. Athanasios Henein , Athens, Greece

Ο τήν άγάπη έχών,τόν Θεόν έχει “He , who owns love, owns God.”  St Basil the great. 

To the beloved sisters, brothers, and friends of St Mark Orthodox Fellowship:
Let me greet you with the greetings of the first Christians:  To those who are sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to be saints, with all who in every place call on the name of Jesus Christ our Lord ,both theirs and ours , Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ .
Dear friends in the abounding love of our Lord, It is a real pleasure and blessing for me to communicate for the second time with you .I would like to thank from the depth of my heart, Dr. Raouf  Edward and all the members of the team work ,for giving me the chance to be one of your devout friends and to serve your hunger and thirst for righteousness (Matthew 5:5). 
I remember now the verses of the first book of Samuel chapter three when the elected, illuminated chosen by the love of God, (the boy) “Samuel, ministered to the Lord before the priest Eli and the word of the Lord was rare in those days, and there was no widespread revelation”!!! The professional priesthood of the old temple has failed to grasp the real theological meaning and the deep message of the divine revelations. Humanity, from then on, was in bad need of pure, divinized, learned and really consecrated prophets of the real synagogue of the Eschatological times!!! Humanity needs from now on missionaires and not fonctionnaires. 

My dear Friends:
The only exodus from this crisis of the rarity of the orthodox word of God and the absence of revelations, side by side with the ignorance, laziness and bad professionalism of Every Eli the minister of God who “was lying down in his place, his eyes had begun to grow so dim that he could not see!!!”, we know that Eli was busy to prepare future of his two sons to inherit priesthood!!!.The most tragic in this historical moment in the life of the people of God is that the call of Samuel the Boy and the rejection of Eli the elder happened “before the Lamb of God went out in the tabernacle of the Lord where the ark of God was, and while Samuel was lying down and the Lord called Samuel” 1Samuel 3:1. Both the priest and the prophet were laying down but what a radical difference between the two! 

The only hermeunotic of this situation is the abundant love of God and His desire to unite His people under a new charismatic and prophetic leadership. Samuel was conscious of this fact of his calling that is why he did not waste his time with the elder Eli. The period of Eli has already begun to come to an end; the grace of love began to chaste the psychology of the legalistic servants of the Law who are “sensual persons, who cause divisions, not having the Spirit” The Epistle of Jude 18. The only and greatest favour of Eli the priest is that he did not become afraid or jealous with the promising young theologian Samuel .He believed voluntarily or was forced to believe ,whatever ,that the hour of radical changes has already come. This is the behaviour of every good priest or bishop who knows his limits and accepts the love of God even if it does not come to one of his sons or of his own tribe .The innocent love and the decent obedience of the boy Samuel opened the royal doors of history to move in a totally different direction, it’s the direction of love and sacrifice. 
The Hebrew experience of the religious tribe and the Hellenistic-Greek experience of the philosophical Polis are transformed, through love, to the oikoumene, this is the Paxa Romana. (Ronald A. Wells, History through the Eyes of Faith, San Francisco,1941 p.17). 

Love, άγάπη, is one of the most abused words in today vocabulary of consummation. Love is not the name of God but His same existence His RAISON DETRE .When Saint John said that Ο Θεός αγάπη έστιν. The correct translation is (God exists as love). He is not speaking about the morals of God but about His very essence and ontological being .God cannot be but love .So I believe that, in this period of vacations and summer relaxation, where all the families and friends and parishes are together hoping to find the lost paradise of love, and some moments de tendresse, community and human relations, we have, together, to rethink the question of love. 
My daughter lost her mobile phone and she said to me sadly (I am very decent and lovely with the people when I find a mobile phone I call for his owner ,I will never do that again!!!). We need to rediscover the attacking love and modesty of the tax collector and to leave the defensive charity and the hypocrite self trust of the Pharisee (Luke 18:9-14). Let us ,my friends ,have a walk in the paradise of love ,just to try to meet God who “is rich in mercy because of His great love with which He loved us ,even when we were dead in trespasses, made us alive together with Christ ,by grace you have been saved”. Ephesians 2 :4...  “Love is the fruit of the indwelling of the Spirit of God in us”. (Romans 8:27-39)... The “love of the Spirit”. Romans 15:30... The Christian hope does not disappoint because “the love of God has been poured out through our hearts by the Holy Spirit which was given to us”. (Romans 5:5). 

1 -The first character of Christian Love is                                                                                                    its epidemic and contagious nature
Here are two examples: Pachomios, the great orthodox Egyptian hermit is converted from paganism and with him was converted his ancient Egyptian culture, through the experience of love. St Peter writes “Always be prepared to give an explanation (απολογίαν apologia), of the hope that is in you " 1Peter 3:15. The best way to offer an apologia or defence for the` hope and faith that are in us is not through philosophical or theological arguments, this can come later, but through love and the beauty of a holy life lived in and for Christ. “I live, yet not I, but Christ lives within me” said Saint Paul. The conversion of the great Pachomios is one of the striking examples of the conquering power of love. “Why those simple Christian Egyptians Fellahs men, women and children, why are they so good to us when we are not friendly towards them at all and they do not know us?” The Egyptian pagan boy accepted the calling of Heaven to serve the people through the practical tenderness, love and beauty of the simple and lovely orthodox Egyptians.  Pachomios was converted to Christ not by theological arguments but by the love he experienced at the hands of those early Christians. 
The second example of the contagious love of the real Christians is a more recent example. Jurgen Moltman was a young 18-year soldier in Hitler’s Army in World War II. Captured, he was sent to a POW camp in a small Scottish village. The residents of that village treated the POW; kindly .They gave each a copy of the New Testament and also opened their homes to them for Sunday dinner άγάπη every week. Moltmann read the New Testament for the first time. Impressed by the kindness of the Christian villagers as well as by what he read in the Bible, Moltmannn was converted to Christ and went on to become a famous theologian - all because of those Scottish Christians who reflected the light of Jesus into the dark emptiness of his life and his time. While many professional ministers collaborated with the regime of the dictator Hitler, the boy Moltmann was listening to the call of life and love. (Anthony M. Coniaris, Do something beautiful for God, Mineapolis 2006). 

2- Christian Love                                                                                                                                         can make the difference!
A Muslim who converted to Christianity tells of meeting a Moslem woman one day, who complained to him (How can you betray Islam?). He told her the following story: 

One time there was brought to Muhammad a woman who had committed adultery .They asked him, (What shall we do with her?) He said: (Go away; bring her back after the baby is born.) So they brought her back after the baby was born, and Muhammad said (Let her go and nurse the child, Bring her back when the child is two years old.) So they brought her back, and Muhammad said (take the baby from her and kill her.) And that is what they did. Now let us compare Muhammad to Jesus. There was a time people brought a woman to Jesus who had been caught in adultery. (Shall we stone her?), the people said. Jesus replied “Let him who is without sin cast the first stone.” Everybody went away. There was no one left to stone her because they all knew they had sinned. Then Jesus said “Neither do I condemn you .Go and sin no more.”  I ask you, whom do you want to follow, Muhammad or Jesus? The woman burst into tears and cried (I am that woman). She had been in an adulterous relationship and was now pregnant. When her Muslim family found out that she was pregnant, they tried to kill her. She ran away, and some of her friends helped her hide from her family. She later became a Christian. Whom would you want to follow –Muhammad or Jesus? Who did the lovely action Muhammad or Jesus?  Jesus, of course, “Who is a God like unto thee?” asked the Psalmist. No man ever forgave as this Man. No Man ever loved as Him.
3-Christian Love                                                                                                        is not the monopoly of the New Testament!
Love is as old as God himself. God is love from the creation of the first world in the book of Genesis (chapter One) to the new heaven and the new earth of the new world in the book of Revelation (Chapter 22). The most brilliant verses of love can be found in the Old Testament in the Psalms and the book of the Song of Songs which was a love song. Look at these words of the spouse who is searching for her beloved saying “I am lovesick” Song of Songs 2:5. The most expressive picture of love is drawn in the book of Ezekiel. This picture personalizes, as it is the custom of the writers of the Old Testament, the love of God to Jerusalem in the following terms “When I passed by you again and looked upon you, indeed your time is the time of love ,so I spread My wing over you and I covered your nakedness, Yes I swore to you an oath and entered into a covenant with you ,and you became Mine, says the Lord”  Ezekiel 61:6-8. These verses have helped many young people, in my generation, to discover the real love of the Lord for them personally. 

During the Reform controversy in the seventeenth century some zealot Christians, wanting to overemphasise the originality of the Christian Revelation, accused God of the Old Testament as a wicked and harsh God! The overemphasis on the gentleness of Jesus put God, the Father of the Old Testament in a critical situation!!! 

This point of view is theologically and biblically incorrect and heretical. This is the reappearance of the old heresy of Marcion in the primitive Church. Marcion was an important theologian of the second century. His father was a bishop who excommunicated him from the Orthodox Church. Marcion founded his own community of the pure Christians who want to keep pure the redemption. They refused the image of God of the Old Testament and made their own canon of the Bible. Marcion said that he could not believe in God of the Old Testament who is a cruel judge, full of anger. He said: how can I believe in God who dared to say “I make peace and create calamity, I, the Lord, made all these things” Isaiah 45:7. This God can not be in any way the Father of Jesus who is exclusively good!!! For Marcion there are two different gods, one of the Law and the other of Evangelion. (See Dictionnaire Encyclopedique du Christianisme ancien, tome 2, Paris, 1990, p. 1524). 
The problem of Marcion and his modern admirers is that he ignores the theology of the unity of the love of God in the historical becoming from the one hand, and the unity in the diversity of the message of the Bible from the other hand. He ignores also the history of Divine Revelation. Dieu est tout amour par tout dans toute la Bible. 
The rejection of Marcion of the Lord of the Old Testament is heretical in the sense that he does not accept the totality of Revelation and the continuity of the work of God in human history. His modern followers are some Christian sects who want to live a romantic, sentimental and psychic life with Jesus of the New Testament without rethinking all the troublesome and long history of salvation in the Old Testament. Jesus for them is an orphan who has no grand fathers and grandmothers in the O T. This is against what we call theology of history. 
Today we have the heresy of Marcion reappeared in the hyper-insistence on the one sided sentimental, teenager and immature love of Jesus of the New Testament ONLY! and EXCLUSIVELY. Jesus of St. Paul, Jesus of the free gifts, away from Jesus of the theological obligations and options of all the mystery of the divine Economy of salvation in the Trinitarian faith, revealed in history and inside the church (Sacraments) of the chosen people of God in Christ by the Holy Spirit!!! The romantic Jesus of Marcion is the same Jesus of the T.V Channels of the today Satellites. Business is business!!! 
4 –The latent energy and the practical capacity of Love                                                      is the result of the Theosis
Θεώσις of the healed fallen, sick, unable to love, and corrupted human nature and will.                     We have to be clear; the fallen human nature cannot love but itself! The heretics who deny the gifts of God to man cannot love and worship but the idols they made for themselves! The religious and political dictators who do not love but themselves and are applauded by a hypocrite people are condemned to violent death “So on a set day Herod, arrayed in royal apparel, sat on his throne and gave an oration to them”, the hypocrite people who are the first makers of every dictator everywhere “kept shouting, the voice of a god and not a man. Then immediately an angel of the Lord struck him, because he did not give glory to God. And he was eaten by worms and died. But the word of God grew and multiplied” Acts 11:20-24.
Really absolute power without love always corrupts absolutely. The sinner who does not repent does not love but himself. Those who do not taste the divinizing power of the Eucharistic Incarnated love cannot build the churches of love. 
Those who dare to deny publicly and without shame the divinization of the human nature (our own human nature hypostatically united with The Logos, in the divinized human nature of Christ united) as stated and tasted by all the fathers of the church, will never know the way of love.
Saint Paul in the seventh chapter of his Epistle to the Romans explain the tragedy of the failed trials of the fallen, corrupted and condemned human nature and will to do something good or lovely or what we call good works, “But now, it is no longer I who do it but sin that dwells in me. For I know that in me (that is in my flesh) nothing good dwells, for the will is present within me, but how to perform what is good I do not find. For the good that I will to do, I do not do, but the evil I will not to do, that I practice. Now if I do what I will not to do, it is no longer I who do it, but sin that dwells in Me.” After this deep, realistic and sincere confession, Paul cries the tragedy of every sincere human being “O wretched man that I am! who will deliver me from this body of death? Ταλαίπωρος έγώ άνθρώπος, τίς με ρύσεται έκ τού σώματος τού θανάτου τούτου?”  And finally Paul gives the answer to the human tragedy   “I thank God – through Jesus Christ our Lord εύχαριστω τώ Θεώ διά Ϊησού Χριστώ τού Κυρίου ήμών.”
The fathers especially, the desert fathers, scholars and theologians of the church interpreted the words of Paul, not only in an individual manner but in a global way and in terms of existential love. The first father of the church who stated this fact is saint John the beloved disciple and the first theologian of love “For God so loved the world that He gave His only Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life ούτω γάρ ηγάπησεν Ο Θεός τόν κόσμον,ώστε τόν Υιόν αυτού τόν μονογενή έδωκεν,ίνα πάς ό πιστεύων είς είς αυτόν μή άπόληται,αλλ έχη ζωήν αίωνιον.” John 3:16.
In other words Christology (which is the science of the person of Christ) is the - point de depart - of the new anthropology (which is the science of mankind):

Human nature, in the incarnated person of Christ, has restored the new will to do the good works naturally. The failure of the human will to do the good and the correct has become, in the union with the human will of Christ which is united hypostatically with the Logos, has become a success. That is why the fathers, of our orthodox faith, insisted that Christ should be a real human being and a real God, a real incarnated Son of man and Son of God. [like the great Athanasius, Cyril, the Cappadocian fathers, and John of Damascene to Maximos the Confessor and Gregorios Palamas (For more details on the fathers of the church and the significance of άγάπη see Lampe, Patristic Lexicon, p8)]. Archimandrite Christofors Stavropolos in his book about (Partakers of divine nature) translated into English by Dr Stanley Harakas and edited in the United States in1976 deals in a simple way with the dogma of Theosis as “the end and the fulfillment of our earthly destiny”.
Love or being able to love is the result of our real unity with God in His Only Begotten Son by the Holy Spirit. This fact is as real as the sunshine. Human nature becomes the outgrowth of divine nature.  It is remade into its original beauty. It is reborn to a new life. Without Theosis (= Deification), the Christian faith is empty and our preaching is also empty.
We have to study the history of the Ecumenical councils of the Church to follow the steps of our holy and illuminated fathers who struggled to give the message of love of God in the Bible to different people and cultures (Archbishop Peter. L. Huillier, the church of the ancient councils, St Vladimir Seminary Press 1999). 
We can read also the excellent research made by our Athenian professor Christos Yannaras (Elements of Faith, An Introduction to Orthodox Theology, translated by Keith Schram). 

Here is the raison detre of the love of the Christian to his body and being “No one hates his own body but loves it and educates it”. All the Christian anthropological morals and aristocratic (in Greek άριστοκράτης aristocrate means the survival and the supremacy for the best and the talented) behaviour have their theological and Christological roots in the deification of man. The real application of this program is the church as the real body of the really Incarnated Christ, The church of the Bible and of the fathers, the real Church of the Eucharistisc realism (John Chrysostom) and the diversity of the charismata, the real Church where all the patriarchs, the archbishops, the bishops and the priests are the real servants of the love of the “Only High Priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus the Son of God”. Hebrews 4:14.
The theory of the two types of priesthood,one on earth represented by each patriarch or pope and the other in heaven headed by the Archpriest Christos is not at all an orthodox teaching. This is not the real unity of the Church. This theory is taken from the feudal society of the middle Ages. This is not at all the church of love incarnated of the New Testament. 
We know that the church was divided and the unity was broken because some of the bishops could not accept to be insulted for the sake of the love of unity. Some historians consider that the real reason behind the division of the Church is the egoism and the empty pride of some of the leaders of the churches. We doubt if they follow the Only High Priest of love who, according to Saint Paul “in the days of His flesh, when He had offered up prayers and supplications , with vehement cries and tears to Him who was able to save from death, and was heard because of His godly fear, though He was a Son, yet He learned obedience by the things which He suffered. And having been perfected, He became the author of eternal salvation to all who obey Him, called by God as High Priest according the order of Melchizedek” Hebrews 4:14-15 and 5:7-10. 

5-The fifth character of the Christian love is that                                                                         it unites and does not divide.
Division is the work of the fallen nature of man. Unity is the fruit of the healing (θερπεία) of the fallen human nature by the grace of the union with the love of God. Division is the work of the Devil.
I cannot forget a homily addressed by one of the priests. He explained How Satan succeeded to convince Eve, in a wicked way, that she and her husband Adam are two different persons and not one person as God intended them to be from the very beginning. Satan said to Eve “Has God indeed said: You should not eat of every tree of the garden?” The problem here is very serious for God did not speak to Adam and Eve as two different persons but as one unity. When God spoke to Adam, he said “the day that you eat of it you shall surely die” Genesis 2. Even if this commandment was given before the creation of Eve, the design of God concerns the first couple. The eternal design of the stability, indissolubility and unity of the Christian family is clear from the beginning. The devil spoke to Eve apart from Adam. Eve was so naïve that she spoke with the devil away from the love and hugs of her husband. He introduced to them the - so called -modern way of life. This is the civilization of mine and thine. 

 The exaggerated individuality inside the Christian family gives place to the devil to destroy the unity of love and confidence inside the Christian house and inside the church! The success of Christian marriage is not only in the bed and ερώς (Eros) but in the head and love αγάπη (aghaby) which  “does not envy, love does not parade itself, love is not puffed up, does not behave rudely, does not seek its own, love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things. Love Never fails” 1Corinthians 13 :4-6 .
And what more shall I say?  For the time would fail me to tell about the relation between love and freedom, also the link between love, freedom and revolution. We will have other chances, if God wills, to speak about these topics. In conclusion we believe that Love is the crown of every unity, love is the crown of any unity. 
Let us pray together in a spirit of unity and love:

Lord, where there is love, let us enjoy it.

Where there is love hidden, let us discover it.

Where there is love defaced, let us restore it.

Where there is no love at all, help us create it.

Amen

The Love of God the Father, the grace of the Only Son and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with us and in us all.
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The Crown of Christian Unity is Love

















